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PREFATORY NOTE. 



The Second Reformed Church of New Brunswick was organized 
in 1843. As the fiftieth anniversary of that event approached, the 
Consistory felt that it was eminently proper that fitting notice 
should be taken of the occasion. Some months before the day 
came around preparations for it were begun. Early in November, 
1892, a resolution was passed by Consistory that the semi-centen- 
nial should be duly celebrated on Sunday and Monday, February 
19th and 20th, 1893, and, although the Committee on Arrange- 
ments and Invitations was not formally appointed until the follow- 
ing January, yet the congregation were informed of the intention 
of Consistory, and entered with great interest and enthusiasm on 
the necessary preparations, the ladies of the congregation offering 
every co-operation in their power. 

A plan of celebration was finally arranged, and the pastor and 
Messrs. Adrian Vermeule and Edward B. Voorhees were appointed 
a committee to carry it out. It was decided that an Historical 
Discourse should be preached by the pastor on the morning of 
Sunday, February 19th; that all the former pastors then living 
should be invited to deliver addresses on the evening of that day, 
and that there should be a social meeting of the congregation, with 
brief addresses by city pastors and others, on the evening of Feb- 
ruary 20th, in the Sunday School room. All these arrangements 
were most happily and successfully carried out. Invitations were 
published in <b The Christian Intelligencer," calling all non-resident 
and former members to come home and participate in the cele- 
bration. It is pleasant to record that large numbers accepted the 
invitation. Special invitations were also sent to each family in the 
church, inclosing therewith cards of admission to the Monday 
evening assembly. Meantime the Church Improvement Society 
made most generous and complete preparations for this social 
gathering. 

A large congregation assembled on the Sunday morning in the 
church, which had been beautifully decorated with yellow flowers, 
the Reformed Church color, by the younger ladies. The day was 



cloudy in part, although the sun broke out for awhile during morn- 
ing service. The Rev. Dr. Chester D. Hartranft, the immediately 
preceding pastor, was present in the pulpit and took part in the 
service. The Historical Discourse printed herewith was delivered 
at this time. 

On Sunday evening the First Reformed Church closed its doors 
and met with us. A great congregation greeted the three surviving 
former pastors, the Rev. Drs. Demarest, Woodbridge and Hartranft, 
who addressed the assembly most appropriately in the order of their 
succession in office. The intense interest of the occasion may be 
inferred from the fact that, although the services did not close 
until 10:30 p. m., very few left the building, and many remained 
standing until the close. The addresses then delivered are also 
printed herewith from the manuscripts furnished by their authors. 
The excellent music of the choir added greatly to the enjoyment 
of both these services. 

On Monday a clear evening brought a large assembly of the con- 
gregation in the Sunday School room at eight o'clock. The women 
of the church had decorated the room with orange drapery, and 
the columns were capped with twenty-four additional electric 
lights. After about an hour spent in social converse, while the 
wives of former and present pastors received all who arrived, the 
assembly was called to order by the pastor, and brief addresses of 
congratulation and good will were made by the following-named 
gentlemen : The Rev. P. Theo. Pockman, the pastor of the mother 
church — the First Reformed ; the Rev. Jas. Le Fevre, of Middle- 
bush, as representing the Classis of New Brunswick \ the Rev. Dr. 
M. H. Pogson, pastor of the First Baptist Church ; the Rev. Dr. B. 
C. Lippincott, pastor of the First M. E. Church, and a message of 
regret for his absence was read from the Rev. C. E. Phelps, rector 
of St. John's P. E. Church. President Austin Scott spoke as rep- 
resenting Rutgers College, while brief words of reminiscence were 
uttered by the Rev. Dr. Peter Stryker, of New York, and the Rev. 
Dr. Paul D. Van Cleef, of Jersey City, both former members of 
the church. A collation was then served, while the women of the 
church dispensed tea and coffee from elegantly furnished tables 
scattered about the room. The meeting was a great social success, 
and it was midnight before the last lingerers left. The effect of 
the whole two days 1 celebration was most salutary and delightful. 

At the next meeting of Consistory a letter was received from Dr. 
David Murray in behalf of himself and others, requesting that so 
much of the proceedings as could be secured should be printed for 
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permanent preservation. The Consistory approved the proposition 
and appointed the pastor and Elders Austin Scott and Henry R. 
Baldwin a committee to prepare and issue a full report. In fulfill- 
ment of their duty they submit this prefatory note, the addresses 
which follow, and append some lists of names taken from the 
records of the church. 

MANCIUS H. HUTTON, 
AUSTIN SCOTT, 
HENRY R. BALDWIN. 



HISTORICAL DISCOURSE 



Mancius H. Hutton, D.D. 



" The Lord hath done great things for us, whereof we are glad" — Psalm 126 : 3. 

It was God's ancient people who sang so. The strain occurs in 
one of the Songs of Ascents. For fifty years now we have been 
ascending, and the song is good for us. If less conspicuously than 
for Israel, yet as truly, "the Lord hath done great things for us." 
You who know them ought to be reminded of them. You who do 
not, ought to be told of them. Then we shall be glad. This is 
not the time to expand and unfold the text, but it seemed emi- 
nently one to head a discourse in God's House, on God's Day, of 
God's goodness. I want you all to go on with me in the spirit of 
it through the duty of the hour. 

All trees have roots. But it is not necessary to see the roots in 
order to see the tree. The Sequoia of the Pacific slope towers 
stately, the comfortable home of winged things, its majestic crown 
green with overflowing life. That is enough. The tree satisfies as 
it stands. Who thinks or cares as he looks, about the wide-lacing, 
far-running root fibers of its concealed nutrition ? 

It is somewhat so with a church which celebrates its fiftieth year. 
It is certainly so with ours. We did not shoot up like a palm 
from a cocoanut drifting in to lodge on a lonely, barren reef from 
washing seas. We are a new runner from old vines of generous 
juice and ancient habits of fruitage. We run back to the venerable 
First Church, which long ago celebrated her one hundred and 
fiftieth anniversary, which in its turn is an ancient offshoot from 
the more venerable church of Franklin Park and Theodorus 
Frelinghuysen. Our roots run straight back two hundred years. 
Nay, they run back across the sea into the church "Under the 
Cross," when Spanish Alva stormed across the Low Countries, and 
William of Orange with silent dauntlessness stood, and stood, and 
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stood, until liberty was won. The juices of those roots are still in 
our vine. 

But I must not take time to speak of them. It is well enough 
for the German Professor who undertook to write out the history 
of the obscure hamlet where he was born, to begin with the con- 
densation of the earth out of chaos. Of course, every place begins 
there. But I must begin with the trunk where it springs from the 
sod. We will not go underground. It will be hard enough to 
crowd what is above, into the space which nature endures in a 
sermon. 

Fifty years and a few weeks ago, as credible tradition informs us, 
a few gentlemen of this city, members of the then overcrowded 
First Reformed Dutch Church, met in the house of George G. 
Nevius, in Church street a few doors west of the present New 
Brunswick Savings Institution, to consult as to the propriety of 
forming a new church. There were no formal records made, and 
no list of those present survives. But it is safe to say that besides 
the host and probably his son, the late I. Manning Nevius, such men 
were there as Isaiah Rolfe, John H. Stothoff (whose names, with 
those of their respective wives, head the list of members of this 
church), W. T. Runk and others, and possibly one or more of the 
Professors in the Theological Seminary at the time, who, especially 
Dr. Van Vranken, took the deepest interest in the organization and 
early history of a second church of our order. Tradition further 
affirms that at the same meeting it was informally agreed who 
should be office-bearers in its first Consistory. The time had come 
for some of the members of the old church to fall off and begin 
anew for themselves. There were certain lines of cleavage which 
it was thought advantageous to follow, so that the new church 
should not be an exact reduplication of the older, but should take 
on it a somewhat different type, and develop in a different direc- 
tion — not superior, but simply different. It was thought such a 
type would draw to itself by natural affinities those who were like 
minded. It is interesting to see how that stamp which the fathers 
put upon the church survives to this day. 

But not to linger on that, the first absolute matter of record 
comes from the Minutes of the Classis of New Brunswick. At a 
session held January 31st, 1843, "A petition was read from 
sundry individuals of New Brunswick, praying the Classis to be 
organized into a Second Reformed Church in New Brunswick, 
when it was Resolved, That the petition be received. * * 
After a free expression of the feeling and views of the members of 



Classis upon the application before them, it was Resolved, That the 
request of Dr. Van Vranken and others for a new Dutch church in 
the city of New Brunswick be granted, and that a committee of 
three be appointed to meet said applicants on Tuesday, the 14th 
day of February, at 2 o'clock p. m., and constitute them into a 
church according to their request. The following-named persons 
were appointed a committee, viz., Rev. Messrs. Messier, Chambers 
and Schenck." 

The records of Classis state that the committee met at the day 
appointed, "in the lecture-room of the Dutch Church." This, of 
course, was not the present chapel of the First Church, but that 
smaller building, demolished a few years since in order to give way 
to a residence for its sexton. 

The committee reported "Certificates of dismission from the Re- 
formed Dutch Church of New Brunswick, of the following persons, 
viz., John H. Stothofif and Ann L. Stewart, his wife; Isaiah Rolfe 
and Charlotte Meade, his wife ; Matthew Brown and Garetta Quick, 
his wife ; George G. Nevius and Mary Ann Clarkson, his wife ; 
Catharine C. Nevius, William Hartough, John Pearman and Ida 
Van Arsdalen, his wife; William Sunderland and Leah, his wife; 
John H. Stagg and Sarah C, his wife; William T. Runk, John 
Compton and wife, James M. Compton, Rachel Voorhees, wife of 
John S. Hoagland ; Abel T. Stewart and Paul D. Van Cleef, were 
presented and read, and being regular and in due form according 
to the order of the Reformed Dutch Church, were received, and 
the above-named persons declared to be a Church of Jesus Christ, 
to be hereafter known and distinguished as the Second Reformed 
Protestant Dutch Church in the city of New Brunswick." The 
male members — there were thirteen of them then — in the presence 
of the committee, proceeded to elect George G. Nevius and John 
H. Stothoff, Elders, and Isaiah Rolfe and Wm. T. Runk, Deacons. 
The election was publicly announced, and the hour of 6:30 the 
same afternoon appointed for their installation. To all of which 
Dr. Messier certifies, as chairman. 

Immediately after these services, the Classis met, and the new 
Consistory having retired with the Rev. J. C. Van Liew as 
Moderator, presently returned and presented to Classis a call on the 
Rev. James Romeyn, of Catskill, N. Y., to be pastor of the 
church. The call was approved, and the Classis adjourned. 

Thus, under the hospitality of the mother church, we started 
with twenty-three original members. They are all gone now from 
our community. Only two of them survive, neither of them now 
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members of this church— one Mrs. StothofF, the other the Rev. Dr. 
Paul D. Van Cleef. So much as the descendants of only two or 
three of them are still meeting with us. But the foundations were 
laid with prayer, with counsel, and in the fear of God. Such 
beginnings as those go on and prosper. 

Obviously the first thing to be done was to provide a place for 
worship. The First Baptist Church had some time before abandoned 
its earliest church edifice, near the present George Street railway 
station, and had built the edifice which it is now engaged in 
renovating. Arrangements were made with its Trustees to allow 
our church the use of its then comparatively new edifice for a ser- 
vice each Sunday afternoon. This privilege was secured at a rental 
of $175 per annum, with the understanding that we might relinquish 
it at any time when more satisfactory arrangements could be made, 
which would allow us to hold a morning service as well. The way 
to this soon opened. Some years before that time, a noted revivalist 
of the day, the Rev. Jedediah Burchard, had come to this city and 
held a series of meetings, in which much religious interest was 
awakened. But his methods were novel for that day, and the con- 
servatives of the time looked askance at his ' ' new measures. ' * In 
this Old School center his New School views proved so divisive 
that, finally, his followers concluded it would conduce to peace if 
they established a Presbyterian church of their own. This is not 
the place to trace their history, and it must suffice to say that they 
established themselves in Dennis street, prospered numerically, and 
growing about a hundred strong, built the edifice still standing on 
the corner of Albany and George streets, now occupied by the 
German Reformed Church. But they did not prosper financially, 
and, growing despondent, let it be known that they doubted their 
ability to sustain themselves. Our Consistory, not being asleep, 
caught at the suggestion. On the 20th of June they appointed 
Messrs. Stothoff and Rolfe a committee to approach the Trustees, 
see if they would sell, and if so, get their lowest price. On the 
1 8th of August they reported that they had bought the building 
for $3,550, and held the deed. They further advised that it "be 
cleaned, painted and fitted up in a comfortable and convenient 
manner for public worship." 

Two days after that, August 21st, 1843, tne male members of the 
congregation met at the house of George G. Nevius, and decided 
to establish a Sunday-school, of which the Rev. H. B. Stryker was 
to be Superintendent ; John H. StothofF, Assistant Superintendent, 
and I. Manning Nevius, Librarian. The sessions were to be held 
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"in the basement of our church." It sounds very natural to find 
in a week or two, complaints that "our basement is not fit for 
occupancy, owing to dampness." A few years later they got so 
far as to decide that it was absolutely necessary to build a Sunday- 
school room above ground. Plans and estimates were prepared, 
and the new chapel was to cost $700, for which Consistory went 
about seeking subscriptions. The next month they report, in 
a downcast manner, that the congregation did not seem very ready 
to raise $700, and resolve that "our basement be made habitable 
for $38." As to the "dampness," it seems to have followed us 
finally across the street, striking every year deeper into the walls. 

But this is advancing matters. The Rev. James Romeyn having 
declined their call, the attention of the Consistory was directed to 
the Rev. D. D. Demarest, of Flatbush, Ulster Co., N. Y., a 
promising young minister, looking even younger than he was, as 
he does to this day — in fact, I believe the Bible speaks of " David " 
as a stripling, a youth " fair and of a ruddy countenance," — and he 
was invited to come and look at what it was hoped might prove to 
be his future field. He came in May, and preached in the Baptist 
church in the afternoon — the only service of the day. He returned 
for another look, on November 1 2th, and then preached at the two 
opening services in the new church. He accepted the call, and 
came on a salary of $600. Thanksgiving Day had not been cen- 
tralized in those days, and New Jersey held it that year on the 7th 
day of December. The usual Thanksgiving services were held in 
the morning, and on the evening of Thanksgiving, 1843, Dr., 
then Mr., Demarest was installed. It was an happy omen. No 
church had ever greater cause and security for thanksgiving, than 
the Second, when it obtained as its first pastor one who, as one of 
the old members who was here in his time says, " never said a 
foolish word, or did a foolish thing." It seemed to give the church 
a start in that habit of harmony and peaceful yet powerful pro- 
gress which continues to this day. Happily it is not yet time, 
however, to eulogize, or to describe the characteristics of the three 
former pastors who are with us to-day. Blushes must be spared. 
We all know what the church owes them and thinks of them. The 
centennial preacher may speak of them at length. The mouth of 
the j^#z/-centennial one is closed on that theme. If we must wait 
until they are gone, may it be long before their fame, their honor, 
their successes are all set forth. 

Thus began the nearly nine years of Dr. Demarest's ministry, 
from 1843 t0 l8 5 2 * He took the church with 20 families, and 29 



12 



communicants. He left it with 88 families, and 125 communicants. 
In 1844, application was made to Classis for leave to increase the 
Consistory, the congregation now consisting of about two hundred 
persons, and the second mode of election prescribed by the Con- 
stitution of the Reformed Church was adopted, and is in force to 
the present time. The Consistory was doubled, increasing it to its 
present size, and the supplementary Elders were Dr. Frederick 
Richmond and Jeremiah Whitenack, the new Deacons being John 
H. Ayres and Ezekiel Miller. During this era a cemetery was pur- 
chased and laid out. 

Meantime, there were other signs of life. The new church had 
been paid for in part by $2,000 advanced by Mr. James Bishop, 
and for which he had a mortgage on the property. Several attempts 
were made towards paying that off, and in time it was disposed of. 
The Consistory start to "put in galleries, elevate the pews by the 
pulpit and rebuild the chimneys." But the funds are not forth- 
coming, and to this day there are no galleries in the church across 
the way. The sexton's salary seems to have begun with the privi- 
lege of "cultivating part of the burying-ground." When it got 
so far as pecuniary materialization, it began at #30 a year, and, 
like confidence, was a plant of rather slow growth. The choir was 
good, it is reported, from the outset. The first chorister seems to 
have been a seminary student, known in later years as the Rev. 
John Minor, a faithful minister of the Reformed Church, now 
dead. In 1844 the Consistory thank him for leading the music 
gratuitously from the organization of the church. Five years later, 
John H. Stothoff is leading at a salary of §60 a year. There was 
no organ in the church in those days, but a bass viol and a flute 
supplied a then satisfactory accompaniment, and supported the 
voices of a volunteer choir. In 1847, a committee of Consistory 
is designated " to wait on Calvin Case, and to inform him that his 
playing of the bass viol may be dispensed with." One wonders 
what had happened. Had some Arminian chords stolen into 
Calvin's musical case? The Consistory has always been very 
orthodox. 

During Dr. Demarest's pastorate three very creditable things are 
on record. In 1847 tne church took a pull at the $2,000 debt, 
and in two months seem to have discharged it, going on with 
lighter hearts thereafter, as honest people who pay their just debts 
are entitled to do. But another section of debt seems to have 
been left for later successful effort, for the church, in 1851, again 
report "all debt canceled." 
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The second was a move made toward providing a parsonage, 
although it came to nothing. It was, however, a sign of that 
thoughtful consideration which it has always been characteristic of 
this church to manifest for its minister, that it should show a desire 
to house him comfortably. The minister's salary was raised, soon 
after his settlement, to $700. In 1847 it was made $800. In 185 1 
Consistory "Resolved, That our pastor's salary ought to be $1,000." 
It started to make it so, by ordering "the annual raising of $200 
by subscription, to be paid the pastor on each New Year's Day." 
But the plan was not carried out, because Dr. Demarest resigned, 
to the universal regret of the congregation, old and young. His 
health had not been vigorous, and a call coming unsought from the 
Reformed Church of Hudson, N. Y., it was thought that sharper 
climate might prove bracing. A letter from the pastor offering 
his resignation is spread upon the minutes. It is too long to quote 
here, but it is just what those who know him would expect him to 
say. Re-affirming his affection for this people and his entire satis- 
faction with his field of labor, he states that to make the request 
for release was one of the greatest trials of his life. The Consistory 
responded in terms of the warmest appreciation, but regretfully 
yielded to the force of his arguments, and consented to his release. 
It is pleasant to know that the change of climate proved restorative. 
Dr. Demarest served the church at Hudson for thirteen years, and 
being called thence by General Synod to our Theological Semi- 
nary, to our great pleasure came back to sit again on the Sunday 
with the people he had so long, so wisely and so acceptably 
instructed. He had received 172 into the church. 

The vacancy was short. Dr. Demarest had left in early summer. 
In August of that year Mr. John C. Elmendorf was directed on 
behalf of Consistory to invite the Rev. S. M. Woodbridge, of 
Coxsackie, to preach. The result was that Dr. Woodbridge 
appeared before this people. As might have been predicted, the 
result of that was that the Great Consistory met on September 1st, 
and advised Consistory to call him. Dr. How moderated the call, 
and the salary was fixed at $900. The call was accepted, and on 
November 1st, Elders Runk, Nevius and Schenck were appointed a 
committee to move him to this city. Then began a most fertile 
and satisfying ministry. As with the first pastor, happily the 
second cannot yet be openly spoken of as he deserves. Those who 
remember say that the church across the way was crowded to the 
doors Sunday night after Sunday night. Those were palmy days 
for the pulpit. 
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Among the noteworthy events of this second pastorate may be 
set down the introduction of gas into the church edifice. The 
congregation seems to find it difficult to know its own mind as to 
when it wanted its second service on Sunday. They try six, then 
three, and half-past six, and quarter-past three, and seven, all in 
turn. But the evening service seems most acceptable on the whole, 
and after long and wide vibration, the congregation settled down 
to that. As to the week-night service, it seems to have been then 
on Thursday, as "Messrs. Runk and Elmendorf are appointed a 
committee to request the sexton to shovel the mud off the cross- 
walks Thursdays and Sundays," which has a certain modern sound 
too, as spring draws on once more. There is another modern- 
sounding thing which occurs in 1854. One thousand dollars are 
needed for immediate repairs. Subscriptions are asked for, and 
#770 comes in. Meantime much talking goes on about the "Tay- 
lor property. ' ' This was a piece of land just west of the church 
and running through to George street by an " L," where the real 
estate offices now are. At the side of the church was a dwelling- 
house. The idea was that the house would serve as a parsonage, 
while the additional ground beside and behind the church would 
afford room for the erection of that larger edifice which it was 
begun to be perceived would soon be needed. Much backing and 
filling took place. Now resolutions are passed strongly recom- 
mending the immediate purchase of "the Taylor property." On 
top of this another committee reports that in their judgment it 
would not be at all wise to purchase " the Taylor property." Then 
come efforts to get lower and lowest terms ; difficulties about the 
title, resolutions in March that the matter be dropped, resolutions 
in April that a committee be appointed to consider the desirability 
of purchasing "the Taylor property" adorn the records and per- 
plex their student. In fact, the Consistory went so far one time as 
to buy "the Taylor property" for |2,8oo, and one hopes it is 
settled. But to turn the page is to discover that they repented, and 
paid £100 to be released from their bargain. In 1S54 they are at 
it again, and a committee, consisting of Mr. John C. Elmendorf, 
is appointed "to ascertain the price of the Taylor property," as if 
it were a new thought. It is interesting, and relieving, to read in 
the records of the next meeting that the committee reports that 
"the Taylor property cannot be bought." 

That ended that. But the result was a new departure. It was 
felt that the crowded condition of the old building, and its general 
unsuitableness, demanded that the church arise in earnest and build. 
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A meeting of the congregation was called "to take into considera- 
tion the expediency of taking measures to build a new church." 
They resolved to expend $5,000 on the purchase of the ground on 
which we are meeting to-day, and that "it would be unbecoming 
to put up a building which should cost less than $25,000, and 
unwise to put up one which should cost more." 

These lots were then a sort of gully, in which was a tanyard, and 
were bordered on Albany street by some weathered old houses, to 
reach which you went down some steps frcm the street, whose grade 
had been already raised. The titles had become vested in the late 
Johnson Letson, who demanded $6,000 for the property, while, as 
just stated, the congregation had set its limit at $5,000. That, 
however, was arranged by the generosity of Mr. Letson, who 
agreed to make a donation of $1,000, half of which, however, was 
to be returned to him in pews when the church should be com- 
pleted. Some trifling legal difficulties were soon settled. Designs 
in brick and in stone were prepared, and so far approved that com- 
plete plans and estimates were ordered. One thousand dollars was 
paid down on the lots, and Messrs. George G. Nevius, John De 
Mott, W. T. Runk and H. R. Baldwin were appointed a Com- 
mittee on Finance* and to solicit subscriptions. The Collegiate 
Church was asked to lend us $5,000. The Consistory were asked 
to put a price upon the old building, which they did, offering it 
(probably to the New Brunswick Lyceum, which subsequently 
bought it) at $5,000. All seemed favorable for an immediate 
advance. 

-Then came a blow. The General Synod elected Dr. Wood- 
bridge to the chair of Ecclesiastical History and Pastoral Theology 
in the Theological Seminary. The Consistory bowed to the inevi- 
table, and united with him on October 19th, 1857, in a request for 
the dissolution of the pastoral relation. In the same breath they 
resolve that "this is no time for signing contracts for new build- 
ings." The whole business came to a dead halt. During Dr. 
Woodbridge's five years 119 had been added to the church. 

Nothing seems to have been done in the months which followed, 
except to look for a new pastor. At the request of Consistory, Dr. 
Van Vranken invited Dr. Mabon, then at New Durham, to ex- 
change with him in the chapel of Rutgers College, but nothing 
seems to have come of that. Dr. Mabon was not to come to New 
Brunswick that way. Dr. Anson Du Bois was called, and declined. 
The Great Consistory then advised Consistory to call the Rev. 
Joseph A. Collier, then of Kingston, N. Y., now deceased, but he 
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declined all overtures. After looking in other directions, the atten- 
tion of Consistory was directed to the Rev. Dr. Hugh N. Wilson, 
then pastor of the Presbyterian Church of Hackettstown, in this 
State. He was called at a nominal salary of $1,000, but Con- 
sistory pledged itself that he should receive $1,200. The Rev. H. 
B. Stryker moderated the call, which Dr. Wilson accepted. One 
of the ministers of the Reformed Church, not now living, sent in a 
protest to the Consistory against calling a Presbyterian minister to 
this church. A courteous answer was returned, but Dr. Wilson 
was peacefully installed. 

This pastorate was distinguished mainly by the great work of 
building this edifice in which we are assembled. The old church 
was sold to the New Brunswick Lyceum, for $4*200 apparently, 
and Consistory grappled in earnest with the new enterprise. It is 
concluded that $20,000 must build the church. When the plans 
are prepared, it is found that it will cost more, and Consistory are 
of opinion that it must be given up. Mr. D.avid Bishop pleads for 
an attempt to reduce the cost, and, a committee being appointed 
to consider the proposal, its chairman, Dr. H. R. Baldwin, reports 
that they think it can be done, if the plans be somewhat modified, 
and the edifice not wholly completed, but only such part as is 
necessary for immediate occupancy. Accordingly the contract for 
the stonework of the basement is given out to Davis Carel for 
$2,100. The corner-stone was laid by Dr. Wilson in October, 
1857, with appropriate exercises, in which the venerable Dr. How, 
and Drs. Demarest and Woodbridge took part. The newspapers 
of the day give full reports. 

Then came the days of struggles. Consistory kept them mostly 
to themselves, and perhaps few outside that body knew how sharp 
were the teeth of the fox which gnawed at those Spartan bosoms. 
It is a weariness, and makes one sigh even to read of them. 
Night after night, often, Consistory met ; for a long time together 
at least every week. It was the same story always. Here was 
$1,000 or $1,500 due to-morrow and $30 in the treasury. Then 
some one advanced it, and took a note from Consistory. Now it 
was Henry Vroom ; now it was David Bishop ; now it was 
George W. Metlar — $2,000 at a time sometimes. So Consistory 
went, skating on the thinnest of ice, in constant weary agitation, 
and usually getting to land with their feet pretty wet. It was a 
sorrowful time to go through. It is not to be wondered at that 
the leaders in the congregation absorbed a thorough horror of 
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church debt. Words fail to express the moral debt we of this day 
owe to the burden -bearers of that. 

The architect of the church was J. G. Hall. The mason work 
of the superstructure was assigned by contract to Davis Carel, and 
the carpenter work to Jeremiah Rule. The exact amount cannot 
be very easily found. But the church cost some $27,000 or $28,000. 

The work was done, and it was decided to dedicate the new 
church to the worship of Almighty God on Wednesday, April 10th, 
1861, at 7:30 p. M., Drs. Campbell, Woodbridge and Demarest 
being invited to share in the services with Dr. Wilson. Thus this 
stage in the history is safely passed. The women of the congre- 
gation were not behindhand. With their own hands they sewed 
the carpets, and made the cushions of the pews. In the Bible 
phrase, "the people had a mind to work." The bell, still in the 
tower, was presented by Mr. John R. Ford. Its cost when hung 
was nearly $800. 

This is about all which marked the year. The Collegiate Church 
finally agreed to loan us $1,500, to which they later added another 
thousand, when that sum would wipe out the last of the debt. 
This $2,500 is still in our possession, without interest, on condition 
that we remain in the Reformed Church. An organ was put in 
shortly, through the efforts of Mr. O. B. Gaston, at that time in 
charge of the music. The Sunday-school met part of the time in 
the old church, which was rented from the Lyceum, and part of 
the time under the gallery in this building. The basement was 
still unfinished. 

In 1862 Dr. Wilson tendered his resignation. Consistory parted 
with him with expressions of good will, and six months' salary in 
advance. He accepted a call somewhere in Pennsylvania, and not 
many years after died. He was an excellent and able man. During 
his pastorate of about five years 87 were added to the church. 

Just as he retired, permission was given to Rutgers College to 
hold its Commencements in this building, the Opera House not 
having yet arisen to furnish a more suitable place. The rather 
interesting conditions on which it was granted were, " 1st. No 
more were to be admitted than could be seated. 2d. No men were 
to be allowed to sit in pews reserved for ladies. 3d. Nobody is to 
stamp, whistle or shout." 

The church was vacant but a short time. Dr. Theodore B. 
Romeyn was called, but declined because the call was not abso- 
lutely unanimous. In February, 1863, the Rev. John W. Schenck, 
of Ithaca, N, Y., was called unanimously, on a salary of $1,200. 

B 
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He accepted, but on condition that the call were altered so that he 
should not be responsible for the prayer-meetings, as he wished 
laymen to conduct them. The call was so amended. 

Mr. Schenck's pastorate was not long. Yet some interesting 
things happened in his three years. The small organ in the gallery 
was exchanged for the larger one which was the immediate prede- 
cessor of our present instrument. Mr. Charles P. Strong and Mr. 
O. B. Gaston appear to have managed this improvement. At the 
same time the interior of the church was frescoed after a design by 
Edward T. Potter, architect, of New York, at an expense of about 
#1,000, exclusive of the scaffolding. The money for this was pro- 
vided by the women of the church. Nearly $5,000 was given in 
1864 toward the endowment of Rutgers College. An increase of 
#1,000 was proposed to the pastor's salary, making it #2,200. But 
it does not seem to have been carried out, as Mr. Schenck asks the 
church fathers a little later for the fish of an increase and is given 
the serpent of a donation party instead. Meantime, vigorous 
efforts were made on reducing the debt, and on May 1st, 1866, the 
Second Church is pronounced " free of all debt or incumbrance." 
A month later Mr. Schenck resigned, to accept a call to the Third 
Reformed Church of Philadelphia. During his pastorate 89 had 
been received into the church. 

Again the vacancy was short. The Rev. Chester D. Hartranft 
was called from Brooklyn, the South Bushwkk Reformed Church, 
on a salary of #2,000, subsequently raised to #3,000. He was 
installed on Sunday evening, November 18th, 1866. 

As we begin on this pastorate, we come down to those times 
within the memory of so many that mere outlines will suffice. It 
is one of the charms of our celebration that we may renew old 
associations which are still fresh and strong, and see him here in 
familiar places once more. The church prospered. The basement 
was finished off, the Sunday-school room first, a few years later the 
other rooms downstairs. The Mission Aid Society acquired the 
building in Guilden street, and the Mission School is begun and 
flourishes to this day. A second school was started in Highland 
Park, in a building belonging to Hiram Garretson, which was fitted 
up for the purpose. The pastor at first superintended it, but was 
followed by John Van Nest. The records do not make quite clear 
why this enterprise was given up. It was the real precursor of the 
Highland Park Reformed Church. 

Meantime other milestones mark the passage of the years. In 
1871, the centennial year of the Reformed Church as an inde- 
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pendent organization in this country, Dr. Hartranft proposed a par- 
sonage as a memorial. It was realized in the commodious and 
comfortable home for the minister of the Second Church, now 
standing on Union street. Six thousand dollars was raised for it, 
and about #5,000 more was provided for in a building loan, which 
ran out some half dozen years ago, leaving the property unin- 
cumbered. 

In 1874 the organ was moved down behind the pulpit, the 
necessary designs being prepared by Mr. D. D. Williamson, and 
the work done by Connett & Cathcart for $550, the organ itself 
being moved by Alexander Mills for £150, or #700 in all. In the 
same year the " Hymns of the Church" replaced the old hymn- 
book so long in use. The income proving inadequate to its 
expenses, the congregation agreed to advance the assessment on the 
pews in 1876. The following year the reflectors were placed in the 
church ceiling. 

The next year, 1878, this pastorate came to an end through the 
acceptance by the pastor of a chair in Hartford Theological Semi- 
nary, of which he has later become the distinguished President. It is 
needless to say with what pain, that was almost anguish, this tie was 
broken on both sides. During his most prosperous pastorate of 
twelve years 330 were added to the church. 

An interval of about eighteen months now followed. The Rev. 
Alfred H. Brush was called from Nassau, N. Y., on a salary of 
$2,000, to be paid monthly in advance, with the use of the par- 
sonage, but much to the disappointment of the people, he declined. 
On the 17th of October, 1879, tne present pastor was installed, the 
sermon being preached by the Rev. Dr. M. S. Hutton, of New 
York, the charge to the people being given by Dr. Demarest, and 
that to the pastor by the Rev. Richard H. Steele, then pastor of the 
First Church. 

A good deal has happened in these last thirteen years and a half. 
Perhaps it is not far off enough to be called history. Yet some 
sketch of it may be set down here. In 1881 we raised $2,418 to 
wipe out a floating debt which had been accumulating for some five 
or six years previously. The same year the choir made a proposal 
which issued finally in 1885, in the purchase of our present Roose- 
velt organ for $2,850 and our old organ. As Mr. Hilborne Roose- 
velt finally disposed of the latter for $700, we may say that our 
instrument cost us $3,550. The addition of the motor which 
blows it, and minor expenses, brings the whole approximately 
to $4,000. In 1884 new windows were put along the sides of 
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the church at an expense of about #1,600, most of it the result of 
a highly successful fair, held by the women of the church in the 
Assembly-room. The west window, containing the coat of arms of 
the Reformed Church, was added in 1891 by the Church Improve- 
ment Society, which has also just frescoed the vestibules of the 
church. Steam heat was introduced in 1889. In 1888 a member 
of the church gave #5,000 toward providing a chapel. This was 
invested in a lot adjoining the church. In this semi-centennial 
year, funds having been provided by the congregation, it is proposed 
to erect the chapel as its memorial. A year from now we hope to 
be in it. Thus far in the present pastorate 386 have been added to 
the church. 

Various improvements have been introduced. A new pulpit 
desk; a font, memorial of one whose memory will long be tenderly 
green among us ; a re-arrangement of the whole pulpit platform,. 
after designs this time by Mr. F. P. Hill ; the entire re-carpeting 
and re-cushioning of the church by the Church Improvement 
Society, and the seating of the Sunday-school room and its improve- 
ment by the Young People's Union, at a total cost of over $1,500 
for the two : the introduction of standing at the opening of service, 
and in the reading of the Psalter ; the introduction of the Psalter 
itself in 1886, and the recent substitution of the "Hymnary" for 
the old " Hymns of the Church," are all items in the history 
which will be written some day. Nor ought it to go entirely unre- 
corded that we have given $600 to the Suydam Street Church, to 
help them when they began their successful enterprise ; $700 toward 
the purchase of the "Children's Industrial Home," and, just 
within a few days, about #450 toward the debts of the Boards of 
Missions. God has prospered, God is prospering us. 

Statistics are dry. But perhaps it may be well to add that 1,245 
persons have been received into the communion of this church in 
the half century, 678 by certificate and 567 by confession of faith. 
Of these 1,245, seventy-one have gone into the gospel ministry, 
many of them as missionaries. As to contributions, full reports 
cannot readily be made up. Synod began to call for pecuniary 
statistics for the first in 1852. Since that time, when they began 
to be analyzed, we have raised for benevolent purposes #75,276. 
Since 1858, when reports of contributions for congregational 
expenses began to be called for, we have raised #194877, a grand 
total from this church in less than forty years of #270,154. In the 
first ten years of our existence we must have raised an average of 
#2,000. In that case we have poured out almost #300,000. 

What a perpetual fountain a living church is ! 
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So History lays down her pen. My friends, shall Prophecy take 
it up? At all events, Hope may. Who can doubt the future, if 
God will bless it as He has the past? Still, in the words of the 
ancient mediseval hymn, ll vexilla regis prodeunt." The banners of 
our King go always forward. And they go to triumph. If we are 
only faithful we need have no fears. With all the impetus of this 
fifty years behind us, with the memory of sainted souls who strug- 
gled and sowed with us here, and now conquer and reap yonder, 
with the love of Christ who has so blest us constraining us, let us 
go on apace. Fast glides the path beneath us. The road ends in 
" seeing God ! " 



ADDRESS 
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It would be very strange indeed if this occasion should find me 
indifferent to its object ; passing strange if I were not moved by a 
deeper feeling than that which has brought other ministers and 
Christian people here to-night to join with this congregation in 
thanksgiving to God for His care over it for half a century. 

My relation to this church is so peculiar and my connection with 
both its earlier and later life so intimate that I cannot on this 
occasion get away from the scenes, events and persons of the distant 
past. They are vividly present to me. I assume that you do not 
wish me to get away from them, but rather desire that I should 
carry you with me to those scenes ; should set those events in order 
before you, and introduce you to those persons. There are a few 
here who will enjoy a recall of matters with which they once were 
personally familiar, and of men whom they well knew, but alas, 
how few ! 

It does not often happen that a minister is called to work at the 
beginnings of a church so early in life as to encourage him to hope 
that he will live to see its fiftieth anniversary ; or, if he should live 
to that time, to hope that he will be able, considering the mutations 
of this life, to be present at such anniversary. It is especially rare 
that a first pastor should, after an absence of years, return to be a 
parishioner, and occupy a pew for more than a quarter of a century, 
and thus be at home with the people, and ready to join in their 
thanksgivings as one of them in their later history, as he had been 
in their earliest days. 

You think of me, at this time, as the first one in the line of six 
pastors. I have been so announced. Yet the years spent with you 
as a parishioner are three times as many in number as were those 
that were spent with you as a pastor. I have enjoyed the minis- 
trations of three of my successors, Schenck, Hartranft and Hutton. 
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Here some of my children have been baptized ; here they all have 
spent years in the Sunday-school, first as scholars then as teachers ; 
here they have been active in the various forms of church work in 
which the young people are interested ; here all of them have made 
confession of personal faith in the Redeemer, and taken their 
places for the first time at the table of the Lord. From this church 
home they have gone, one after another, out into the world, some 
to preach the everlasting gospel and the others to serve the Master 
in the spheres in which He has placed them. If there be one 
thankful spirit here to-night ought it not to be mine? May not 
these personal and family blessings be somehow connected in the 
marvelous order of providence and grace with the faith, prayer, 
anxiety and work of 1843-52 ? The tree, whose fruit I and mine 
now enjoy, is the same that was during those years solicitously cared 
for by me. I thank God that he has spared me to see this hour. 

The New Brunswick of 1843 was very different from the New 
Brunswick of 1893. In 1843 the city contained about one-half of 
the present number of inhabitants. The manufacturing enterprises 
that have added so largely to its population were then in their 
infancy. Railroad communication between New York and Phila- 
delphia had been very recently opened. Streets now stretching out 
in every direction crowded with buildings, either did not exist or 
contained here and there a modest dwelling. On the College 
Campus were Old Queens and the then new President's house, while 
Seminary Hill was a wilderness of stunted oaks and tangled masses 
of wild vines and briars. 

There were seven Protestant churches in the city : 

1. The First Reformed Dutch Church, the mother church of the 
city, of which the Rev. Dr. Samuel B. How, that sound theologian, 
earnest preacher, faithful pastor and Christian gentleman, was then 
pastor and continued to be until he had completed twenty-nine 
years of service. 

2. The First Presbyterian Church, connected with the Old School 
Assembly, of which the Rev. Dr. Robert Davidson, a ripe scholar, 
an accomplished preacher and excellent clerical neighbor, was 
pastor. 

3. Christ Church, Episcopal, of which the Rev. Alfred Stubbs 
was then the rector and continued to be until his death a few years 
ago. He was an able, conscientious and faithful minister of the 
New Testament. I was on intimate terms with him, and found in 
his society profit and delight. 
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4. The First Baptist Church, the pastorate of which Father 
Greenleaf Webb whose memory we all revere, for he continued 
among us as a benediction almost to the present time, had just 
resigned to be succeeded in October, 1843, by tne scholarly and 
modest Rev. George R. Bliss, who after a few years left to fill and 
adorn a professorial chair in Lewisburg University, and who is now 
Professor of Hebrew in Crozer Theological Seminary.* 

5. The First Methodist Episcopal Church, worshipping in a 
building on Liberty street, between George and Neilson. The Rev. 
James Ayres, an excellent preacher and a minister eminently quali- 
fied for his work, was then, or shortly after became, pastor in charge 
of this congregation 

6. The Second Presbyterian Church, connected with the New 
School Assembly. This congregation had been organized in 1837 
in a hall in Dennis street, and in the same year they erected the 
frame building now occupied by St. John's German Reformed 
Church, on the corner of Albany and George streets. They wor- 
shipped in it until 1843, when they sold it to the newly-organized 
Second Reformed Dutch congregation, which held its first service 
in it on the 12th day of November, 1843. This service was by 
invitation conducted by me, though I had not yet accepted the call 
to the pastorate. My installation took place on the evening of 
Thanksgiving Day, December 7th, Drs. Messier, Chambers and 
Van Vranken officiating. The Presbyterians, who had given place 
to us, then erected a little building on Richmond street, afterward 
known as Sanger Hall, which was a few years ago destroyed by 
fire. In this they worshipped until, having connected themselves 
with the Old School Presbytery of New Brunswick, they sold it 
and entered their new church building on George street and Liv- 
ingston avenue. This was afterward taken down and they removed 
to their present beautiful edifice on Easton avenue and Hamilton 
street. 

7. The Protestant Methodist Church, worshipping in a building 
on Schureman street, between George and Neilson. The congre- 
gation was soon disbanded and their house of worship was con- 
verted into dwellings. 

In addition to these Protestant churches was the recently- formed 
Roman Catholic congregation of St. Peter's, worshipping in a plain 
brick building in Bayard street, between George and Neilson, 
opposite the present public school building. The parish then was, 
and long continued to be, under the care of Father Rogers. 

*Prof. Bliss has died since the delivery of this address. 
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Why was this Second Reformed Dutch Church added to the 
number of Protestant evangelical churches already existing, and 
why was it organized at that time ? We can now at the end of 
fifty years of its history say that we feel sure that it was the Lord's 
will, and that He by His spirit put it into the hearts of a few of 
His servants to undertake the work in His strength and for His 
glory. The idea of a Second Dutch Church was not a new one 
with these people. It had long been thought by many that there 
was need of another church of our denomination to accommodate 
persons and newly-formed families in this growing city, and others 
coming into it from the adjacent country and from other parts 
whose preferences were for various reasons with this denomination. 
It was thought that our church ought to provide for her own chil- 
dren. But no one moved in the matter until the year 1843. 

We can well understand and appreciate the delay. It is no small 
thing to undertake what the founders of this church undertook. 
It is no light thing for one to leave his comfortable ecclesiastical 
home and face the uncertainties attending the providing of a new 
one. How was it that these few men and women made up their 
minds to leave the grand old historic church in which the fathers 
and mothers had worshipped for four generations, and around 
which clustered so many blessed memories and hallowed associa- 
tions ; within whose walls had resounded the voices of the worthies 
whose dust now reposes under the shadow of those walls, and whose 
names are there read on the monumental marble? 

Why should any one have wished in the year 1843 t0 leave that 
venerable church which for years had* been his own home, where, 
perhaps, he had himself been baptized, been admitted to the Holy 
Supper and had enjoyed sweet fellowship with brethren and sisters 
in the Lord ? There were no false doctrines preached there ; there 
was no tyrannical policy pursued there; there were no disputes nor 
dissensions there about matters important or unimportant ; there 
was no fault to be found with the faithful man of God who there 
ministered in holy things, and who by his manner of life showed 
that he was no respecter of persons. These people could there 
have had a peaceful ecclesiastical home to the end of their lives. 
They left because it was in their hearts to build a house for God 
and to establish a new church home for their children and for the 
strangers who might choose to cast in their lot with them. 

Besides, how could these people fail to think of the pecuniary 
burdens they would be obliged to carry for many years, or to con- 
template the possibility of failure, and of being pointed at and 
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derided by_neighbors as those who had begun to build and were not 
able to finish ? They were so few in number, thirteen men and 
ten women, without money and without an intention of asking a 
dollar from Missionary Board or any other source. As they did 
not ask, so they did not receive the least from outside sources. 
When they had secured a title to their church property they were 
able by strenuous exertions to raise $2,000 towards payment for it. 
The annual expenses were fixed on a most economical scale, ridicu- 
lously so, you will say. The minister's call declared that he was to 
be freed "from worldly cares and avocations/' but the amount of 
salary intimated unmistakably that he was not to fare sumptuously 
every day. The Consistory was a Committee of ways and means 
never lacking business. I wonder as I contemplate the success of 
this church, and can only say, "Hitherto hath the Lord helped 
us." I cannot account for it in any other way. Among the assets 
and resources of the people was faith in God, which though it be 
but as a grain of mustard seed removes mountains. Shall we not 
place that faith among our resources as we on this semi-centennial 
year undertake to build a house that will furnish facilities to this 
congregation for doing what it ought to do for the advancement of 
the Kingdom of God in this community ? 

I recall with thankful interest the facts that our first elders and 
deacons were elected to their offices in the Consistory-room of the 
mother church; that they were set apart to their offices in the 
church itself; that they there met immediately after their ordina- 
tion and performed their first consistorial act by making a call on 
the Rev. James Romeyn, which was approved by the Classis of 
New Brunswick in special session the same evening. 

The hearts of the people were set on securing for their pastor 
this minister, so remarkable for his genius, eloquence, deep sym- 
pathies, spiritual insight and catholic spirit. The hope of obtain- 
ing him had been a great incentive and stimulus to them from the 
beginning. I knew him well and loved him, having been a cate- 
chumen of his venerated father, and having been associated with, 
him as assistant preacher during six months in the year 1840-41 at 
Catskill during his illness. I hoped that he would accept this call. 
I saw much of him in those days and urged him to accept it, for I 
thought that no other man could fill the place as well as he. I, 
with many others, thought that it was exceedingly desirable to have 
him placed in immediate touch with our educational institutions in 
this city. 

After he had declined the call, greatly to the disappointment of 
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the people, their attention was directed to me, much to my sur- 
prise, though I suspect that he had something to do with it. 
Believe me when I say that I was sorely perplexed, for I could not 
but feel that the people had taken a great step down from the 
master to the journeyman, and I am sure that they felt so also. 

„Both parties ran great risks. 

It may be of interest to some here to be told that before I left 
this church, Mr. Romeyn, having been declared emeritus because of 

■ bodily infirmities, made his home in this city and worshipped with 
this congregation and continued to do so through the whole of Dr. 
Woodbridge's ministry and until his death in 1859, when Dr. 
Wilson was pastor. So fell a prince and a great man in Israel. 

I am glad on this occasion to testify publicly that when I came 
to assume the pastoral charge, no man could have received me with 
more cordiality or treated me with more kindness than did Dr. 
How. We labored together, we frequently exchanged pulpits, we 
aided each other in preparatory services. My people were always 
glad to see him in my pulpit, and I have no reason to think that 
his were displeased when I stood before them to deliver my message. 
We did not often differ on denominational questions, nor on 
questions pertaining to the kingdom of God in general. Nor has 
there ever been anything, so far as I know, to disturb the relations 
between the two churches down to the present time. I take it 
upon myself to say to the members of the dear old church present, 
that we appreciate the feeling that has led you to close your doors 
so that you might be with us to-night to add to the interest of an 
occasion that is in itself so interesting to us. I also venture to 
assure you that we sincerely and heartily rejoice in the grace of 
God whereby the mother church has renewed her youth, and under 
the ministrations of her faithful preacher and zealous and active 
pastor is enjoying signal prosperity and doing a great work for God 
and man. 

Let me now present to you a few of the persons whom I, at least, 
cannot forget and who ought to be made known to all in this 
church who have never known them. 

The first Consistory was composed of two elders and two deacons. 
George G. Nevius, the senior elder, spent his whole life in this 
city. He was a man of good judgment, strict integrity and devout 
spirit. He had clear views of evangelical truth and an intense 
love for it, as set forth in the standards of our church. From a 
child he had known the Scriptures, and in the early period of his 
religious life he had been helped by the counsel and guidance of 
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the eminent and godly Prof. John H. Livingston. This church 
was naturally very dear to him, and he served it with a loyal, loving 
heart. He lived to a good old age, and was shut out from the 
house of God for a long time by painful and protracted illness. 
It was my privilege to visit him occasionally during that period 
and to be strengthened by his example of patience. I committed 
his body to the dust in hope of a glorious resurrection and the life 
everlasting. Not long before his departure he gave proof of his 
unabated interest in and affection for this church by sending a con- 
tribution for some church purpose that seemed to me at the time to 
be exceptionally liberal. 

John H. Stothoff, the other elder, was a younger man, and his 
services to the infant church were very valuable. His judgment 
was sound, and he was prompt in action. He served in the Sunday- 
school, first as assistant Superintendent and afterwards as Superin- 
tendent. He succeeded Mr. Minor as chorister. In 1853 he 
removed to Central New York and served as an elder first in the 
Presbyterian Church of Phelps, Ontario county, then in the 
Reformed Dutch Church of Lodi, Seneca county, and finally in 
the Presbyterian Church of Burdett, Schuyler county, at which place 
he died in 1870. His widow living there in her 80th year is one of 
the two survivors of the original band of 23, the other one being 
our dear ministerial brother, the Rev. Dr. Paul D. Van Cleef, who 
was at the time of the organization a member of the Junior Class 
in the Theological Seminary. 

Isaiah Rolfe, the senior deacon, was well known to you all, for he 
was taken from us only a few months ago. It seems as if we ought to 
see him to-night in the pew so long occupied by him. Often during 
the last year as I have seen him pass up the aisle on the Lord's Day 
have I wished and hoped that he, the sole survivor of the first Con- 
sistory, might be spared to see this fiftieth anniversary. But it was 
not so to be. Early in June, 1892, God took him, and while they 
were carrying him to his burial she who had been his helpmeet 
through life in things spiritual and ecclesiastical, as well as in things 
temporal and domestic, and who had come with him into this 
church below, was called to join him in the church above. 

As you knew Mr. Rolfe in these latter years with which the half- 
century of this church has been rounded out, so did I know him 
when the church, and he and I, all were young. He was then the 
same ready worker, generous giver and wise counselor that he was 
at the end. His associates in the Consistory always confided greatly 
in his judgment. Of his loyalty to this church, and to its sue- 
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cessive pastors, the ministrations of every one of whom he enjoyed, 
he has given abundant proof. It has always been a great satis- 
faction to me to see his hoary head in the seat of the elders. As 
God continued him in this church for many years after his original 
associates had been removed, he enjoyed more of the fruit of that 
which they had united in planting ; he was enabled to do more in 
continuous cultivation of the plant, and to rejoice in the abundant 
yield that he was permitted to see. 

William T. Runk, the junior deacon, was one of nature's noble- 
men. He had excellent qualities of mind and heart which were 
sanctified by grace, and which made him a devoted and earnest 
worker in the church of God. He never failed to do his full share 
of what was to be done in this church. Not long after my removal 
from New Brunswick he removed to New York, where he was suc- 
cessful in business and was made an elder in the Collegiate Dutch 
Church. After suffering long and patiently from illness, he was 
taken to the rest that remaineth for the people of God. "While I 
honor his memory as a ruler in the house of God, I hold him in 
affectionate remembrance as a dear personal friend from whom I 
have received, since our official relations ceased, favors and kind- 
nesses not a few. 

I have with sad interest seen all that was mortal of three of these 
early co-workers, Nevius, Runk and Rolfe, carried to the narrow 
house. I could not let this occasion pass without paying this sincere 
and heartfelt tribute to their memories They were not learned 
men, nor rich men, nor in any sense great men, but they were true 
men. Are they not worthy to be held by this church in everlasting 
remembrance? They labored, and you have entered into their 
labors. Theirs was, it is true, the day of small things, but not on 
that account to be despised. Your great things have sprung from 
their small things. Would not the placing of a memorial window, 
or of a tablet on the wall, holding their names constantly before us, 
be a fitting tribute to be made in this semi-centennial year? 

There were others beside these rulers who ought to be remem- 
bered for the interest they took in the infant enterprise and for 
their self-sacrificing services most cheerfully given. Foremost 
among these were two of the Professors in the Theological Semi- 
nary, who were at the same time Professors in the College, Drs. 
James S. Cannon and Samuel A. Van Vranken. They took part in 
the earliest incipient movements toward the formation of this 
church, and they fully identified themselves with it when formed. 
They gave it not only the prestige of their names and official 
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positions, but actual services in the forms of advice and pecuniary- 
help and pulpit and pastoral work. Dr. McClelland, the third 
Professor (at that time there were only three Professors in the insti- 
tution), became an attendant with his family immediately after the 
settlement of a pastor. If these eminent teachers of theology 
were of great service to the church they were of no less service to 
the youthful pastor. "W hatever fear and embarrassment I may have 
felt at the prospect of having as hearers and parishioners the ven- 
erated men at the feet of two of whom I had sat only three years 
before, were removed by the kind and encouraging words they 
spoke to me, and the consideration with which they treated my 
shortcomings, which I am more conscious now than ever, were 
manifold and great. It would have been very little to my credit if 
my fear and embarrassment had been slight, for it did look like a 
case of a fool rushing in where angels fear to tread. I owe them 
much for good advice and honest, kind criticism. Among the 
first things said to me by Dr. McClelland, that prince of teachers, 
to whose instruction and training for three years I am greatly 
indebted, was substantially this: "You have come to preach 
to us, now take my advice and do not distress yourself by trying to 
preach profound, philosophical, critical, learned or brilliant ser- 
mons. We have enough of all that on the hill six days of the 
week ; on the seventh we Professors and students, as well as the rest 
of your people, want food for the soul. Let us have the gospel 
simply, practically and earnestly presented. If you have a thought 
about criticism this course will be sure to disarm and kill it." 

Very soon after the organization had been effected the Rev. 
Herman B. Stryker and his family came to reside in the city and 
they connected themselves with this church and were a most valu- 
able addition to it. I found a home with them for four years, and 
was treated as a son by this father and mother in Israel. Mr. 
Stryker was a true Christian gentleman, kind, considerate, unselfish, 
ever ready to help in the pulpit or in any form of pastoral work. 
He was the first Superintendent of the Sunday-school. In due 
time he returned to the work that he loved above all others, that of 
preaching Christ and feeding His sheep and lambs. His last days 
were spent as pastor of the little church of Huguenot, on Staten 
Island, now cared for by his son, Abraham C. Stryker, as chief 
ruling elder. Thence he was taken to his heavenly home, preceded 
only a few days by her who had been the companion of his youth 
and faithful wife ta the end, and who had been in full sympathy 
with him in love to and labors for this church. Their children, all 
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of whom are living, are walking in the footsteps of their parents, 
among whom is the Rev. Dr. Peter Stryker, of New York City. 

Mr. John Minor, a member of the Middle Class in the Theo- 
logical Seminary, was greatly interested in the new church and 
gave his valuable services gratuitously for two years as leader of the 
choir, for which position he was admirably qualified, and his ser- 
vices were highly appreciated by the congregation. On leaving he 
recompensed himself by carrying away with him one of the elect 
ladies of the church. He had ample reason to be perfectly satis- 
fied with the transaction. Mr. Minor finished a useful ministry in 
1890. His wife, and two sons who are in the ministry, survive him. 

Dr. Jeremiah Whitenack was placed in the eldership in 1844, 
and I mention him because of his pre-eminent usefulness in a special 
form of service. He was never more happy than when going about 
with a subscription paper for some object connected with the 
church, which sort of work gave him considerable employment. 
He meekly met rebuffs and tried again. So skillful and successful 
was he in that business that when moneys were to be raised he was 
sure to be at the head of the collecting committee. For the raising 
of #2,000 i n 1847, whereby the mortgage indebtedness was entirely 
paid, the church owed much to his persevering efforts. 

Theodore Frelinghuysen, LL.D., successor to A. Bruyn Has- 
brouck, LL.D., as President of Rutgers College, was a tower of 
strength to this church. He had stood many years at the head of 
the Bar of New Jersey ; the Senate of the United States had been 
moved by his eloquence, and he had filled the office of Chancellor 
of the University of the City of New York. He came to us in 
1850 and was made an elder as soon as an opportunity offered. 
While I yield to no one in appreciation of the qualities that made 
him eminent in the high positions mentioned, he will ever be pre- 
eminent in my estimate of him as the meek, humble, conscientious 
and courageous Christian disciple. Whenever I think of him he 
appears to me as I knew him in familiar intercourse when he 
invariably conversed on the things of the Kingdom; in his home, 
which was radiant with cheerful piety ; in the prayer-meeting in the 
basement of the little church opposite, where he spoke and prayed 
with a divine unction ; in meetings of the Consistory, where he 
impressed us with the fact that in his view all questions of business 
or policy were to be considered and determined in the light of 
their relation to the glory of Christ and the spiritual interests of 
His church. Never can I forget the visitation of all the families of 
the congregation that he and I made in company after the ancient 
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fashion. He was no silent elder in that work. I seem even now 
to be listening to his earnest exhortations and prayers from house 
to house. Having served his generation he fell on sleep, and great 
lamentation was made over him. 

In the year 1851 the Rev. Dr. William H. Campbell was elected 
Professor of Biblical Literature in the Theological Seminary by the 
General Synod, in session at Albany. I was a member of that 
Synod, and he came to me immediately after his election and said,. 
" My family and I will cast in our lot with you.'* And so they 
came to us, and I need not say how valuable his and their services. 
have been to this church, extending over more than thirty years. 
They left us, not because they loved this church less, but the King- 
dom of God more. We rejoice in the successful establishment of 
a new center of gospel light and labor in this growing city, and in 
the fact that the work which the honored father was compelled to 
drop, has fallen into the hands of a worthy son, Rev. Alan D. 
Campbell, of whom we think none the less because in the days of 
his youth he here attended the Sunday-school and church services 
and made public confession of his faith. 

I might, if time allowed, mention the names of many others 
who are held in affectionate remembrance for their zeal, fidelity and 
labors. Their Lord has not forgotten them ; their record is on 
high. 

I would be unpardonably at fault if I failed to pay a tribute to 
the noble company of women who in those days labored for their 
Lord and for this church. Devout, skillful and diligent women 
never fail to find fields of usefulness in a church, and especially in 
a young church whose wants are many and whose means are scant. 
We had a splendid band of such women, and it included about all 
who were in the church. As soon as one object had been provided 
for another was presented, and hands were put to it that seemed 
never to grow weary. They wrought without jealousies or strifes. 
They did honest work and made honest disposition of the products 
of their skill and industry. Would this church, humanly speaking, 
have survived its infantile stage without the fostering care of the 
women ? 

As time passed on, men and women came and joined themselves 
to our membership whose faces and forms rise up before me to-night, 
and I seem to be surrounded by a cloud of witnesses. 

This church has always been the home of peace, order and har- 
mony, and has remained ignorant of parties, strifes and divisions. 
It has never known a Diotrephes who loved to have the pre-eminence. 

c 
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Perhaps the principles practically adopted at the start by the good 
men who have been named may have continued to exert their 
influence all the way down to the present day. They began with 
the idea of having a Church of Christ at once, not something that 
might in time grow into a church, but a church complete in all its 
appointments, in which everything should be done decently and in 
order, and which though weak should according to its ability work 
in all directions in which the strongest church is expected to work. 
Hence a Sunday-school was immediately established, Bible and 
Catechetical classes were formed and a scheme of collections adopted. 
They did not determine to wait until they had gathered some 
strength before undertaking for others. They did not plead that 
their hands were more than full with their own wants and that these 
must be supplied before they could extend a helping hand to those 
who were ready to perish. No, they did for others at the very 
time that they were making sacrifices to carry on their own church 
work. Such was their training, and so came growth, order, 
strength, the bearing of one another's burdens, and the charity that 
is the bond of perfectness. 

From this pulpit has never gone forth an uncertain sound. All 
the men who have stood successively in this sacred place have faith- 
fully preached Christ and Him crucified. They have been loyal to 
Him as the Redeemer and King in Zion. False doctrines have 
not been preached, nor have unscriptural and dangerous methods 
been practiced. Christ's person and His official work have been 
exalted before the people; His Spirit has been honored as the 
only Renewer, Sanctifier and Comforter, and His word has been 
accepted as the only infallible rule of faith and practice. 

And now as my thoughts turn to the years that are to come, I 
see this beloved church marching on to new and glorious conquests 
for Christ, so that at the end of another half century, long after 
we who stand before you to-night shall have gone, you who are 
now young men and young women and children shall with your 
children and your children's children review what will then be to 
you the days of old, and exclaim with adoring gratitude, "What 
hath God wrought ! " 

Church of my early love, 
" Peace be within thy walls 
And prosperity within thy palaces, 
For my brethren and companions' sakes 
I will now say, Peace be within thee 
Because of the house of the Lord our God 
I will seek thy good." 



ADDRESS 



Samuel M. Woodbridge, D.D., LL.D. 



It was my happy privilege to be pastor of this congregation from 
1852 to 1857. During those years no incidents occurred of im- 
portance sufficient to demand your special attention. In the his- 
torical discourses of Dr. Demarest and of Dr. Hutton, an account 
has been given of the early struggles of the church, and it seems to 
me that we might make the occasion of our half-century celebration 
an opportunity on which to impress certain suggested truths bearing 
on our church life, to encourage and invigorate and possibly kindle 
enthusiasm, without which, as has been often said, no great work is 
accomplished in the world and especially in the church. As we 
stand here in the middle of our century life, what are the thoughts 
which spontaneously arise, but which yet need to be impressed upon 
the memory and the heart if we would understand and fulfill our 
sacred mission ? 

We call ourselves a Church of God. This is our baptismal 
name. A great title this, and a claim to prerogatives which set us 
above angels. Our English word " church " means belonging to the 
Lord. The original Greek name is " called." Let us at the outset 
grasp this great title. Paul writes of himself, an apostle called, not 
of men but of God, and he writes to the saints of the churches who 
were called of God, and at once we see that a true church has to 
do with the supernatural, with the powers of the world to come, 
that all the men of the world could never form a church, that we 
belong essentially to the superhuman sphere. This is for us a vital 
truth. The members of the true Church of God are regenerated 
by the same power that created angels, and therefore in the 
Church of God an Elijah the Tishbite, in his hairy mantle, who has 
power to call the cloud from the sea, is greater than the Czar of all 
the Russias arrayed in his robes of state. And then it follows that 
the church is separated from the world — a peculiar people. We are 
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of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness. " Wherefore come 
out from among them and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and I will 
receive you, and I will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my 
sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty." And it also follows 
that a church so peculiar and having on it this special and super- 
natural impress of God, must be one. Its people are the citizens of 
the heavenly kingdom. x 

A second thought naturally arising in the midst of the years of 
the century is the marvelous continuance and identity of the church ; 
the members pass away and yet the church remains ; instead of the 
fathers are the children. It is very impressive, this fact. Scarce a 
member of the half century ago is here, yet the church lives on. 
As humanity abides, although the generations sink into the grave ; as 
our bodies are the same, although in every few years the particles have 
all changed. The church lives on because God is her life ; as her 
calling is supernatural, so is her vitality. We, many of us, remem- 
ber how the infidel King of Prussia demanded of a Christian Pro- 
fessor some single word which should demonstrate the truth of 
Christianity, and the reply was " Israel ; " and that stands this day 
the impregnable argument, the standing miracle, the unaccountable 
fulfillment of prophecy. A nation not reckoned among the nations, 
captive, dispersed through ages, in all countries despised, influential 
beyond all parallel, yet with a manifest destiny which even their 
own unbelief can never darken * and yet a greater miracle than this 
is the continuance of the church, persecuted, trodden under foot 
by the great world powers, tempted, all her members once the ene- 
mies of God, living only by the victories of Christ over the soul. 
The Church of the Living God. 

Equally impressive is the third thought naturally arising, and that 
is the power of the past. The history of the church is what 
memory is to the individual man. God has not made time a 
monotonous vista. He has given us the divisions of morning and 
evening, weeks and seasons and years, crises and changes, each 
inducing its own reflections, each designed to educate us, each to 
impress a certain truth, as the Sabbath the resurrection. Every- 
where we see the Bible constructed on this basis, the doctrine inter- 
woven inseparably with the history. The Sabbath has its historic 
origin away in the first week of time. It takes its place, like the 
mountains and the firmament and the ocean among the lasting 
creations, but it brings along with it its historic glories. The moral 
law is not without its history ; in the forefront stands the historic 
fact, God spake all these words ; over the glorious portico is for- 
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ever written, "I am Jehovah thy God," a revelation worth to us 
and all succeeding ages more than all the visible heavens, and then 
follows the historic truth, "I have brought thee unto liberty, the 
Lord, the Deliverer, the Redeemer of the church." The festivals 
are all designedly historical, the Passover, Pentecost, Feast of 
Tabernacles ; or, in this new dispensation, if we lose the gospel 
histories we lose our Saviour. The Lord's Supper is historical, and 
in its history there is an unfailing power. We can easily see the 
significance of the historical in our blessed religion, as it is on this 
we behold reflected the glory of God, who is the great actor in it, 
and who is revealing to principalities and powers His manifold 
wisdom and the glory also of the church of which we are members, 
for as we look along the ages unfolded in the Bible we see that the 
church of which we are members is older than the oldest empires of 
the world. This society of God was old before a stone of Nineveh 
or Babylon was laid. This church, rescued by God, rolled in the 
ark on the billows of the flood, transmits her blessing and her 
work from generation to generation. The psalms we sing, the 
pravers we utter have come down to us from centuries dim in the 
mist of distance, and who can fail to feel this power, as in this 
congregation we sing the hymn the ancient Syrian Christians sang 
when perchance the persecutor's step was at the very door, " Behold, 
the Bridegroom Cometh in the Middle of the Night?" Nor is 
this power of the past lacking in the history of this individual 
church. The influence of those who have borne the heat and 
burden of the day has come down to us. We remember their faces 
and forms, we yet hear their prayers, we sing the songs they sang, 
we rejoice in their example and we remember their victories over 
death. As we stand in the midst of the century our thoughts also 
are turned to the future. We are called upon to realize its divinely- 
appointed power. We are not here to celebrate the obsequies of 
this church, but its advance from infancy to vigorous youth. The 
thought of antiquity is a power in the family, or the State, or the 
church. But our eyes above all things are toward the great reve- 
lations of the future. The church is a prophetic people or it is 
nothing. Her daily prayer, given her by her Lord, is for the 
coming of the kingdom: her feast of feasts is "till the Lord 
come." No church, no Christian, can rest in the present. The 
Bible, from beginning to end, is a vast prophetic book ; all the 
ancient institutions look back in history, forward in prophecy. 
The Passover, to the great sacrifice made for sin ; Pentecost, to the 
first fruits at the coming of the Spirit ; the Sabbath is a fore- 
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shadow of the heavenly rest, and we Christians see in the signs of 
the times the signals from the coming King. " The testimony of 
Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. 1 ' All the powers of heaven are 
engaged in redeeming this lost world, and all in whose heart the 
divine call is heard, will feel the attractive, supernatural redeeming 
influence. Tempting subject, this, to dwell upon. It is not on 
imagination we draw when we look onward to the future glories of 
the Church of God. Our eye may well kindle with a prophetic 
fire under the wonderful revelations of an Isaiah or a John, as we 
see Him the church has so long looked for at the head of the 
armies of heaven, and on His vesture and thigh the name written, 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords, and hear billowing over all the 
noises of time "the kingdoms of the world are become the king- 
doms of our Lord and of His Christ." 

And yet all we have said is but preliminary to our last thought 
suggested by this occasion. The past and the future become potent 
only as they enter into and affect our present. We stand here in 
the time which links eternity to eternity. The question arises, Why 
are we here ? Why called with a heavenly calling ? Why clothed 
in the robe of a celestial righteousness and adorned with the chris- 
mata of the Holy Ghost? Why united in mysterious, yea, even 
mystical bonds to Jesus Christ ? How, in a word, can we justify our 
claim to the birthright of which we boast? We justify it by our 
possession of the family jewels given by God only to His own 
children. We receive and uphold and proclaim the truth He has 
given for the salvation of mankind, and we are engaged in the 
priestly work peculiar to the church. These are the two signs so 
often revealed in the Old Testament and in the New. Let us revert 
a moment to the festival of the Jews. Why was it so constantly 
and so definitely commanded that three times each year they must 
visit the tabernacle or the temple, or if they were captives in far- 
off lands they must turn their faces in prayer toward the temple in 
Jerusalem? It was because in the tabernacle and the temple there 
was set forth in most impressive Biblical symbolism the way and 
the only way of salvation for this lost race. If we look at that 
wonderful collection of symbols we shall see that the one question 
they answered was, How shall a sinner get access to God? Sin has 
driven the guilty one away from God's presence ; it always must 
and will drive him into the outer darkness and from the glorious 
face of Him who will not acquit the wicked. The symbols set 
forth the way of return. It is from the world full of impurity and 
godlessness the sinner comes to the place of worship. From the far 
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outer courts he advances step by step toward the shekinah enthroned 
amid the cherubim. On the one side is the brazen altar where the 
offering is made for sin, and the atoning blood of expiation is 
poured out, and the smoke of the sacrifice ascends toward heaven, 
appealing to God, and on the other side the laver with its cleansing 
water, salvation by water and by blood, and preceding the sinner 
into the presence of God the atoning High Priest with the incense 
of intercession and bearing on his breast-plate the names of all the 
tribes for whom he intercedes, and in the Holy of Holies, the Lord 
of Hosts amid the cherubim, yet upon a mercy seat, while always 
beneath him is the unchanging law written upon stone tables, the 
foundation, the pillar of his throne. Here have we the truth of 
all truths for us sinners, the gospel in symbols — God accessible, 
God waiting for us on a throne of grace \ God just, His law eternal, 
yet able to save the sinner, but never without the atoning blood. 
It is said the old tabernacle is swept away ; yes, but the Epistle to 
the Hebrews is here with its sublime interpretations ; the tremen- 
dous truth is here, the High Priest is here, the minister of the 
sanctuary, the atoning blood and the washing of regeneration by 
the Holy Ghost are here. This is the glorious truth we as a church 
receive in our hearts and proclaim to a perishing world. It is often 
said in these days, Your laity do not subscribe to a creed. Not 
indeed with their hands, for many a man has with his hand sub- 
scribed to a creed which he did not believe in his heart. On the 
other hand, every true Christian on earth accepts with faith and joy 
the great saving truths written within him by the finger of the Holy 
Ghost. He cannot approach God, he cannot pray without the 
recognition, " No man cometh unto the Father but by Me." It 
is a great confession of our Protestant faith when as the central, 
visible glory of our churches we place the Bible where every eye 
can see it and declare it our charter-book. We see in it the reve- 
lation of the glory of God, the portrait of Him who is fairer than 
any of the sons of men, the fruit of the inspiration of the Eternal 
Spirit. But this is not all. Four times a year we come as the 
guests of God to the Covenant repast, and from the Lord enthroned 
upon the mercy seat comes to every one of us the question, Dost 
thou believe in God ? And every voice answers, " I believe in God 
the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth." Dost thou 
believe in the Son of God? And every Christian answers, u I 
believe in Jesus Christ, His only begotten Son, our Lord." Dost 
thou believe in the word made flesh? ai I believe He was conceived 
by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary." Dost thou believe 
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in His atoning blood? "I believe He suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried. He descended into hell." 
Dost thou believe in His glorious power? " I believe that on the 
third day he rose again from the dead, He ascended into heaven 
and sitteth at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty. From 
thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead." Dost thou 
believe in the Holy Ghost enshrined in His earthly temple? "I 
believe in the Holy Ghost, the Holy Catholic Church, the com- 
munion of saints." Dost thou believe in thy complete redemp- 
tion? "I believe in the forgiveness of sins, in the resurrection of 
the body and the life everlasting." We have thought that if this 
building were a phonograph and were to give up its secrets, how 
from every rafter and beam and stone there would come the sound 
of the evangel. The name that is above every name, the voice of 
the atoning blood, the echoes of the hymns and the liturgies all 
sounding forth the truths of salvation. Let us never forget our 
great calling to uphold and to proclaim the truths of God's sal- 
vation against the increasing opposition of the world, against the 
indifference that is destroying millions of our people. These 
truths that God has given us are never rooted in the heart of 
humanity. Our religion is an exotic ; faith lives like a tropical 
flower in the Arctic regions. Let us understand that if the church 
fails in upholding the truth and institutions of revelation they 
must perish amid a thoughtless, godless race. Of the work of the 
church we can also say, if it is not done by the consecrated people 
of God it will not be done at all. In the Holy Place, just before 
the vail which is now rent asunder, the true service of the royal 
priesthood is distinctly set before us in symbols. The candlestick, 
with its seven branches; the altar of incense, with its morning and 
evening offering; the table of shewbread, made of the finest of 
the wheat and always presented before God. We cannot mistake 
the meaning of these symbols — the church sending forth the light, 
the church offering up its perpetual prayer, the intercessor for the 
world, the church bringing to God her perpetual thank-offering, 
her charities to bless mankind. I think we in some measure under- 
stand here our calling. I hear with joy that this church has given 
in this last half century far more than three hundred thousand dol- 
lars, for many thousands have been given that are not reckoned in 
these statistics. I, for one, thank God that we are a missionary 
church. The charity from pew and Sunday-school has radiated to 
the distant India and China and Japan, and on this Sabbath the 
dusky children of the East are gathering round and listening to the 
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sacred sounds of the organ you have sent them, and learning the 
first notes of the songs of the heavenly world. I close with the 
earnest prayer that this celebration may deepen our love to the 
Church of God, to which we owe all that makes life valuable, and 
that we may see as never before that the church is the central thing 
in history, the central thing for us in life. 



ADDRESS 



Chester D. Hartranft, D.D. 



I return to you, my beloved people, with the weight of fifteen 
years' additional experience in life. My affection for you is undi- 
minished, my interest in your prosperity and remarkable history 
undimmed and fresh. I bring you the warm salutations of that 
institution which called me from you, to undertake a labor for the 
churches of New England. Let me bear witness to the mag- 
nanimity and hospitality of the communion to which I now belong ; 
their remembrance of Dutch generosity and brotherliness has not 
ceased to express itself in deeds of kindly reception and recog- 
nition. Nor has there ever been absent from me in the interval of 
our separation the longing for my mother church, and for this her 
noble daughter. Their glory and beauty are still my watch and joy. 

No more eventful half-century has passed than the fifty years 
which measure the life of this church. What revolutions have con- 
vulsed the European world, with results sometimes democratic, 
always constitutional, and with a peculiar stress upon the unity of 
the peoples, after the vain struggles of generations ! How sadly have 
all the efforts of Mohammedanism to rid itself of the Turkish 
incubus failed, from the days of Mehemed Ali until the last strug- 
gles of the Mahdi ! Orientalism has begun to break its traditional 
fetters and to enter into the larger career afforded by Western 
ideas. Light, too, has been let into mysterious Africa by unor- 
ganized and organized explorations, and all the elements for its 
rapid civilization are being planted in its very heart. How our 
own land has wrought out its political ideals through problems of 
annexation, slavery and State rights by word and sword debates 
until we have woven our nationality into a firm texture, and have 
reached a clear field and point of view for our future ! What a 
vivid advance has been made by the church in winning manifold 
states as constituents of her covenant Geography ! These theo- 
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logical tumults in every shade of rationalism, mysticism and con- 
fessionalism, have not yet spent those original energies whose most 
significant upheavals were begun at the period when this church was 
founded. Philosophy itself has broken loose from a vulgar ration- 
alism and a too frequent materialistic interpretation of the order of 
T nature and the mind of God, to a distinct recognition of the transcen- 
dental, and therefore of the eternal and the invisible. What changes 
have come over the literary conception and the dress of thought, 
from a shallow objectivity to a profound inwardness, thence to a 
subtle and often vicious realism, and now back again toward a better- 
balanced method in the combination of the two tendencies ! So 
has it been with all forms of art in breaking loose from classicalism 
to romanticism, and not the least in the magnificent broadening of 
the musical spirit and the musical form, the inception of which 
change we but see. The prodigious strides of industrial agencies 
are like evanescent enchantments in their swift succession. The 
plan of international exhibitions so tremblingly essayed in 1851 
has now become a means for measuring industrial, nay general 
human progress, and our own Columbian Exposition will not be 
behind in the universality of its record and test. Education, too, 
has had to keep pace with all these forward movements in the 
variety of its adaptations, in the thoroughness of its methods, in 
the effort to train men and women to the full measure of their 
capacity. 

This church has not been a silent witness of this presageful and 
stupendous headway. It has contributed men and mind to not a 
few of these meliorating elements and their approaches to the goal 
of the kingdom of God. It is much to have been in any one of 
these currents that with enlarging volume of waters hastens to the 
ultimate ocean. It is a part of our vocation to be the kings and 
the priests and the prophets of our own time; not only to con- 
tribute by our personal ministrations to the well-being and eleva- 
tion of our generation, but to have the refluence of its waves refresh 
and carry us further on toward the thither shore, to kindle new 
impulses within us, to fire us with moral zeal, to lift up to more 
flaming and fuller ideals, to inspire us with a nobler life. We indi- 
vidually are better for the improvements of the race. Our rejoic- 
ings as a people are enriched by the larger relationship with the 
welfare of the whole world and with the highest purposes of the 
divine government. Every church has its chief benefit, not from 
the isolated internal development of its energies, not from an 
exclusive self-culture, not from fencing about its ecclesiastical life 
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life of the church and the world, by sympathy and labor for the 
social reconstrnctions that are before us, by fostering and guiding 
"* the supreme concepts of art, science, literature, industry, education. 
Mav that large and comprehensive idea of solidarity never be lost 
to this noble church ! That unity has been part of its history and 
tradition. Mar the consciousness of that world-wide and Christ- 
wise relationship become stronger and more refined and more pro- 
ductive in fruits and leaves for the healing of the nations ! 

But the vein of reminiscence at such a time will naturally take a 
more internal direction. The church as a structure has advanced 
from the formless building of its first years to this ample and solid 
edifice. A wise thing it was to organize a Church Improvement 
Society, which educates the people for the needful changes and 
devises the ways and means for such renovations and enlargements. 
How well I recall the screaming circles of the windows, with their 
repulsive colors. The colossal framework seemed to us to require 
impossible sums for their betterment or removal, so that the experi- 
ment could not be hazarded in my day. and we continued to sit for 
twelve patient years in the irreligious dimness of these gray-green 
and iaded violet panes — cause of pains indeed. And those rose- 
windows, were they not Teal St. Catherine's wheels of martyrdom 
to every nerve of aesthetic feeling within us? The Sunday gloom 
of those much-enduring years gradually developed a better frame 
of mind, and a better framework for the air and light of the outer 
world. The diminution of a debt, the remodeling of the base- 
ments and the sudden transfer of the choir from the gallery to its 
present location, in spite of traditional ideas, were the sole material 
improvements in my pastorate. I should count one of my happiest 
days overcast were there any regret for that musical revolution. 
You now look forward to such greater accommodations as have 
been needful for years. He who loves the brethren will desire to 
beautify the house of Christian fraternity. He will strive to obtain 
all the property appliances which can augment the comfort, the 
taste and the usefulness of the fellowship, and all that will enable 
it to minister to the needs of the community more efficiently. The 
gifts yon lay upon the altar for these serviceful ends enhance your 
affection for the structure itself and give it all the sanctitv and 
sweetness of a home. Love your church building, give it a -higher 
gnfce and more architectural significance and ever-widening room 
for beneficent activity. 

If we glance at this church's history as a center of worship we 
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find ourselves among the symbols and facts of the eternal. Cer- 
tainly God has been here many times, and His Holy Spirit has 
vouchsafed many emphatic and impressive manifestations of Christ 
as the Way, the Truth and the Life. The dear old liturgy and the 
free form have had their equal and poised interplay here. The 
Moral Law and the all-encompassing Summary have sounded from 
the pulpit every Sabbath. The Bible has never been shorn of its 
authority over the conscience and its lawful claim upon the whole 
religious and moral being. Its warnings and appeals, its invitations 
and consolations have been uttered by commissioned lips from 
varied experiences and thoughts and feelings, but all animated by 
one Spirit. The Catechism, as a symbol of the mediating Refor- 
mation thought, has had its expositions of comfort and doctrine 
and right-living. The little ones, so dear to the heart and so 
specially under the benediction of the Lord, have been recognized 
as born into the kingdom. The catechumens have made their 
public confession in this presence. The bride and the bridegroom 
have been united and blessed from this House of the Lamb and his 
Bride. The dead have been borne in and out these aisles, not only 
to have divine rites administered to the mourners, but to signify 
the intercommunion between the heavenly and the earthly member- 
ship through Him who is the Resurrection and the Life. The 
symbols of our Lord have been dispensed to believers in His death, 
in holy remembrance of Him and in prophetic desire for His 
coming. The volume of praise has ascended from the harmonies 
of voices and instruments. The general feast days of the church 
have had their recurrent observance. The academic gown has 
clothed the celebrant. 

Behold, bless ye the Lord, all ye servants of the Lord, 

Which by night stand in the house of the Lord. 

Lift up your hands to the sanctuary, 

And bless ye the Lord. 

The Lord bless thee out of Zion, 

Even He that made heaven and earth. 

Nor can we ignore the importance of this church as an educa- 
tional center, not only from its intimate association with the Col- 
lege and the Seminary, nor from the fact that so many of the 
Boards of Instruction in both institutions have been active mem- 
bers of this communion, but also from the distinct teaching efforts 
made by this organization itself. The plan for advancing the 
quality and quantity of Sabbath-school instruction which had just 
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been devised, as another duty called your pastor away from you, 
has become recognized as the goal of methods in this direction, 
and not a few schools have reduced the scheme into working order. 
The Young People's Meeting had its training class with a view 
to preparation for the right conduct of social worship. The same 
may be said of the musical drill of the children and of the choir 
itself, in the hope of improving the general praise of the church. 
There was also a society whose practical discipline it was to carry 
the Christian word and life into the homes of strangers and of 
aliens and of the poor. Of all these endeavors, inadequate and 
feeble though they were, I have the choicest recollections. 

A survey of the missionary enterprises of this church falls natu- 
rally within our present scope. There was the effort to colonize 
by means of a Sabbath-school in Guilden street and on the east side 
of the river. The work in the jail and in the slums of the city 
was mainly under the care of the ladies of this church. The 
interest in foreign missions grew in a remarkable ratio, as we 
observed the monthly concert, until there was no church in the 
denomination that proportionately exceeded us, whether in the 
intelligence of its interest or in the largeness of its gifts. 

But what shall I say of the membership ? My noble, magnani- 
mous consistories ! The ever-sympathetic, intelligent, persevering 
women, first and last in all the endeavor of this communion ! My 
teachers, painstaking and faithful ! My singers, studious, earnest, 
consecrated ! 

Ah, how after the lapse of fifteen years do I miss the faces 
wontedly full of kindliness to me and affection for the church, all 
inwoven into the memory of that long time of mutual service : 
the Bishops, the Campbells, the Cooks, the De Harts, the Elmen- 
dorfs, the Janeways, the Metlars, the Neviuses, the Rolfes, the 
Voorheeses, the Vrooms, the Westons, the Williamsons. I come 
to find a new generation of children, and my own little children, 
now women and men, taking the place of mothers and fathers, and 
the fathers and mothers by virtue of heavenly progression, now 
covered with years, or already passed beyond into the Light and 
into the likeness of Him whom they see as He is. 

You may rest assured that since my long separation from you, 
and in my profession as a teacher of young men, I have thought 
much and deeply over my own pastorate, to gain practical inferences, 
it is true, bat also by way of self-mortification. It becomes a 
deepening mystery how a fellowship of such importance as this 
could ever have chosen so inexperienced, untamable and idealistic 
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a youth, to do its weighty work. How patiently you bore with 
my athletic proclivities, for I must confess that a row in a boat on 
the tide high or low of the Raritan, or a kick at the foot-ball on 
yonder Seminary hill, had sometimes a greater fascination for me 
than to enter the pulpit, or to conduct an ecclesiastical ceremony, 
or to pay pastoral calls. How resignedly you suffered me to elabo- 
rate my musical schemes, which were so exceeding a comfort and 
support to me in hours of darkness. But greater is my amazement 
at your patience with my crude homilies ! I never repeated any one 
of those skirmishes with truth, unless by request — that sermonic 
reticence and virtue I dare boast of. I have occasionally essayed 
to take those unpretentious papers out of the dusty trunk in which 
they have enjoyed an unbroken Sabbath of years, to see whether I 
might venture to use one in some chance pulpit. A few pages have 
filled me with much humility, and with pangs of remorseful 
sympathy for you, my forbearing hearers. I put them back hastily 
into their moth-eaten oblivion ; their silence has not been disturbed 
for now seven years. I had congratulated myself at this reunion 
that not a sentence or thought of them lingered in the memory of 
a single mortal this side of glory, but a letter from Elder Sutphen, 
received on Tuesday last, reminded me of two of them, chapter 
and verse. Happily those were unwritten. How kindly you dealt 
with my timidity, my shuddering dread of public services and the 
trembling attempts at visits of inquiry and consolation. But some- 
how, under a benignant God I passed into your affection as you 
into mine forever, and we grew together into some consistency and 
harmony of thought and heart and action. Confidence was estab- 
lished between us, as the result of aggregating years of intimacy. 
It was an unspeakable trial for both of us to sever the bonds which 
had daily become dearer. 

This church always stood on the side of civic progress. It had 
public-spirited men in it, and they were a leaven to the community. 
Certainly we were not behindhand in the organization of charitable 
movements, some of which have developed into institutions. We 
fostered all the educational interests by the very natural affiliation 
between College and Seminary and the Second Church. Our mem- 
bers stood among the first in all efforts to stir up city reform and to 
quicken local pride. Would that the mines of wealth which have 
gone to wreck had been directed to the adornment of the city, to 
the creation of noble public buildings, to the endowment of those 
institutions of learning and science, to the lifting of burdens from 
the shoulders of scholars who patiently carried them then and now 
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carry them before your eyes. Ah, if the millions which a false 
economy and lack of public spirit prevented from a noble use, but 
whose awful loss marks the saddest pages of your civic history, if 
only they had gone into the noble direction for which the Lord 
intended them, how much higher would have been the prosperity of 
these institutions and of New Brunswick itself. I, who used to 
appeal to the rich men of the city to take a pride in the develop- 
ment of its higher life, may now reiterate those petitions to-day, in 
view of the experience of the past. Cherish your city, beautify its 
streets, erect noble edifices, give it a public library, fill the treasu- 
ries of educational and benevolent enterprises. The per cent, 
yielded will be greater in the end, for the abundance of all things 
belongs to God, and no one can escape the economic law of loving 
occupation for the Lord. 

From this point we naturally turn to the future. We all have a 
link with that which is within the veil. Two of the six pastors 
have entered into the intuitions and glories of the world that lies 
about us, while above us. How many whose names are on our 
records have gone to prove their citizenship in the golden city ! 
The majority have already peopled the realms beyond. We are but 
the minority, who press toward those gates and foundations. How 
blessed to live in the interblending of the two worlds which are 
after all but one ! The joy of the angels in the penitential states 
of the returning children of men is a single assertion, but twice 
repeated, and is full of this fellowship and solidarity. We believe 
in the infinite and eternal Unity— that is our brightest and highest 
outlook. 

Let the future record of this church be faithfulness to the truth ; 
the fostering of what is best, and only that, in the traditions; the 
intensest expression of missionary enthusiasm ; the enlargement of 
usefulness in local and universal benevolence ; the elevation of the 
social order ; the entrance into the communal life. If union makes 
strength let all the forceful elements in this communion combine 
in all that is true, honorable, just, pure, lovely and of good report 
— in all that makes for the kingdom and glory of Christ. 

D 



APPENDIX. 



The following appendix contains, first, a list of the successive 
pastors of the Second Reformed Church of New Brunswick, and 
the years of their respective installations and dismissions ; second, 
a list of the names of the Consistory of each year from its organi- 
zation to the present ; third, the roll of members for the same time. 
The latter is arranged in alphabetical and not in chronological 
order. Married women are set down under the family names 
assumed at their marriage so far as they are known. The records 
have been closely followed in the spelling, except in cases where 
obvious errors have been made. 



PASTORS. 

David D. Demarest, 1843-1852. 

Samuel M. Woodbridge, 1852-1857. 

Hugh N. Wilson, 1858-1862. 

John W. Schenck, ....... 1863-1866. 

Chester D. Hartranft, 1867-1878. 

Mancius H. Hutton, . 1879- 



CONSISTORIES. 



George G. Nevius. 
John H. StothofF. 



1843. 



Isaiah Rolfe, 
William T. Runk. 



George G. Nevius, 
John H. Stothoff, 
Frederick Richmond, 
Jeremiah Whitenack. 



1844. 



Isaiah Rolfe, 
William T. Runk, 
John H. Ayres, 
Ezekiel Miller. 
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1845. 



Frederick Richmond, 
Jeremiah Whitenack, 
George G. Nevius, 
Henry Hoagland. 

George G. Nevius, 
Henry Hoagland, 
Frederick Richmond, 
John H. Stothoff, 

Frederick Richmond, 
John H. Stothoff, 
Jeremiah Whitenack, 
Isaiah Rolfe. 



1846. 



1847. 



John H. Ayres, 
Ezekiel Miller, 
Isaiah Rolfe, 
William T. Runk. 

Isaiah Rolfe, 
William T. Runk, 
Abraham Bergen, 
John P. Hardenbergh. 

Abraham Bergen, 
John P. Hardenbergh, 
Henry V. De Hart, 
William V. B. Schenck. 



Jeremiah Whitenack, 
Isaiah Rolfe, 
George G. Nevius, 
William T. Runk. 

George G. Nevius, 
William T. Runk, 
Henry Hoagland, 
John H. Ayres. 

Henry Hoagland, 
John H. Ayres, 
Jeremiah Whitenack, 
Isaiah Rolfe. 



1848. 



1849. 



1850. 



Henry V. De Hart, 
Wm. V. B. Schenck, 
Ezekiel Miller, 
Abraham Cadmus Stryker. 

Ezekiel Miller, 
Abm. Cadmus Stryker, 
Jacob Blakeney, 
Jno. P. Hardenbergh. 

Jacob Blakeney, 
Abm. Cadmus Stryker, 
John P. Sunderland, 
Abraham V. H. Willis. 



Jeremiah Whitenack, 
Isaiah Rolfe, 
Theodore Frelinghuysen, 
George G. Nevius. 

Theodore Frelinghuysen,. 
George G. Nevius, 
William T. Runk, 
Jacob Blakeney. 

Jeremiah Whitenack, 
William T. Runk, 
Jacob Blakeney, 
Abraham V. H. Willis. 



1851. 



1852. 



1853. 



Jno. P. Sunderland, 
Abm. V. H. Willis, 
John C. Elmendorf, 
William V. B. Schenck. 

John C. Elmendorf, 
William V. B. Schenck, 
George W. Metlar, 
George Ellis. 

George W. Metlar, 
George Ellis, 
John H. Hoagland, 
Ezekiel Miller. 
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1854. 



Theodore Frelinghuysen, 
William T. Runk, 
Abraham V. H. Willis, 
Isaiah Rolfe. 

Theodore Frelinghuysen, 
Isaiah Rolfe, 
Henry Vroom, 
George G. Nevius. 

Henry Vroom, 
George G. Nevius, 
John De Mott, 
Garret G. Voorhees. 

John De Mott, 
Garret G. Voorhees, 
Theodore Frelinghuysen, 
George H. Cook. 



1855. 



1856. 



1857. 



Theodore Frelinghuysen, 
George H, Cook, 
Isaiah Rolfe, 
F. S. Cortelyou. 

Isaiah Rolfe, 
F. S. Cortelyou, 
Henry Vroom, 
John H. Stothoff. 

Henry Vroom, 
John H. Stothoff, 
John De Mott, 
Garret G. \ r oorhees. 

John De Mott, 
Garret G. Voorhees, 
George H. Cook, 
Isaiah Rolfe. 

George H. Cook. 
Isaiah Rolfe, 
John Stothoff, 
Jeremiah Williamson. 



1858. 



1859. 



I860. 



1861. 



1862. 



John H. Hoagland, 
Ezekiel Miller, 
John C. Elmendorf, 
Jeremiah Williamson. 

John C. Elmendorf, 
Jeremiah Williamson, 
John V. D. Stout, 
Peter H. Staats. 

John V. D. Stout, 
Peter H. Staats, 
David Bishop, 
Oliver B. Gaston. 

David Bishop, 
Oliver B. Gaston, 
George W. Metlar, 
Geo. Langdon (Res.), 
Henry R. Baldwin. 

George W. Metlar, 
Henry R. Baldwin, 
John Smith, 
Abm. V. N. Voorhees. 

John Smith, 
Abm, V. N. Voorhees, 
Jeremiah Williamson, 
Goyn D. McCoy. 

Jeremiah Williamson, 
Goyn D. McCoy, 
George W. Metlar, 
Robert M. Boggs. 

George W. Metlar, 
Robert M. Boggs, 
James C. Bergen, 
John Van Nest. 

James C. Bergen, 
John Van Nest, 
Henry R. Baldwin, 
Jonathan Dixon. 
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1863. 



DEACONS. 



John Stothoff, 
Jeremiah Williamson, 
Henry Vroom, 
John De Mott. 

Henry Vroom, 
John De Mott, 
Garret G. Voorhees, 
J. C. Elmendorf. 



Garret G Voorhees, 
John C. Elmendorf, 
Jeremiah Williamson, 
Cornelius Bergen. 

Jeremiah Williamson, 
Cornelius Bergen, 
Isaiah Rolfe, 
Henry Vroom. 

Isaiah Rolfe, 
Henry Vroom, 
Goyn D. McCoy, 
Ten Eyck Sutphen. 

Goyn D. McCoy, 
Ten Eyck Sutphen, 
Henry Weston, 
Israel Smith. 

Henry Weston, 
Israel Smith, 
Goyn D. McCoy, 
David Murray. 

Goyn D. McCoy, 
David Murray, 
William R. Janeway, 
Garret G. Voorhees. 

William R. Janeway, 
Garret G. Voorhees, 
George H. Cook, 
Henry De Hart. 



1864. 



1865. 



1866. 



1867. 



1868. 



1869. 



1870. 



1871. 



Henry R. Baldwin, 
John H. Rolfe, 
Henry Post, 
Evert Huyler. 

Henry Post (Res.), 
Willliam H. Wilson, 
Evert Huyler, 
Warren Hardenbergh, 
James C. Bergen. 

Warren Hardenbergh, 
James C. Bergen, 
J. Charles Van Cleef, 
Robert M. Boggs. 

J. Chas. Van Cleef, 
Robt. M. Boggs, 
J. Rutsen Hardenbergh, 
John P. Sunderland. 

J. Rutsen Hardenbergh, 
John P. Sunderland, 
William R. Hill, 
Chas. A. Cline. 

William R. Hill, 
Charles A. Cline, 
Henry R. Baldwin, 
Hiram Garretson. 

Henry R. Baldwin, 
Hiram Garretson, 
William R. Hill, 
William H. Conger. 

William R. Hill, 
William H. Conger, 
John H. Rolfe, 
John Van Nest. 

John H. Rolfe, 
John Van Nest, 
Wilson Mettler, 
Nicholas Williamson. 
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1873. 



George H. Cook, 
Henry De Hart, 
John Van Nest, 
Jeremiah Williamson. 

John Van Nest, 
Jeremiah Williamson, 
Henry De Hart, 
Garret G. Voorhees. 

Henry De Hart, 
Garret G. Voorhees, 
Ten Eyck Sutphen, 
Isaiah Rolfe. 

Ten Eyck Sutphen, 
Isaiah Rolfe, 
William R. Janeway, 
Henry R. Baldwin. 

William R. Janeway, 
Henry R. Baldwin, 
James W. Beebe, 
Isaiah Rolfe. 

James W. Beebe, 
Isaiah Rolfe, 
William R. Janeway, 
Henry R. Baldwin. 

William R. Janeway, 
Henry R. Baldwin, 
Isaiah Rolfe, 
John Van Nest. 

Isaiah Rolfe, 
John Van Nest, 
Ten Eyck Sutphen, 
John C. Elmendorf. 

Ten Eyck Sutphen, 
John C. Elmendorf, 
Wilson Mettler, 
Peter H. Staats. 



1873. 



1874. 



1875. 



1876. 



1877. 



1878. 



1879. 



1880. 



Wilson Mettler, 
Nicholas Williamson, 
J. Charles Van Cleef, 
John Smith. 

J. Chas. Van Cleef, 
John Smith, 
Wilson Mettler, 
Cornelius J. Bergen. 

Wilson Mettler, 
Cornelius J. Bergen, 
J. Rutsen Hardenbergh, 
Uriah De Hart. 

J. Rutsen Hardenbergh, 
Uriah De Hart, 
Isaac L. R. Lefferts, 
F. C. Van Dyck. 

Frank L. Janeway, 
D. Henry Merritt, 
Isaac L. R. Lefferts, 
Francis C. Van Dyck. 

Frank L. Janeway, 
D. Henry Merritt, 
Isaac L. R. Lefferts, 
Francis C. Van Dyck. 

Isaac L. R. Lefferts, 
Francis C. Van Dyck, 
Frank L. Janeway, 
D. Henry Merritt. 

Frank L. Janeway, 
D. Henry Merritt, 
Isaac L. R. Lefferts, 
J. Chas. Van Cleef. 

Isaac L. R. Lefferts, 
J. Chas. Van Cleef, 
S. C. Gowen, 
John H. Rolfe. 



ELDERS. 


1881. 


DEACONS. 


Wilson Mettler, 




S. C. Gowen, 


Peter H. Staats, 




John H. Rolfe, 


Henry R. Baldwin, 




John Smith, 


Hiram Garretson. 




Cornelius J. Bergen 



Henry R. Baldwin, 
Hiram Garretson, 
Goyn D. McCoy, 
George W. Metlar. 

Goyn D. McCoy, 
George W. Metlar, 
John C. Elmendorf, 
John Van Nest. 

John C. Elmendorf, 
John Van Nest, 
Wilson Mettler, 
James Wood. 

Wilson Mettler, 
James Wood, 
Hiram Garretson, 
Henry R. Baldwin. 

Hiram Garretson, 
Henry R. Baldwin, 
Adrian Vermeule, 
Francis C. Van Dyck. 

Adrian Vermeule, 
Francis C. Van Dyck, 
John H. Rolfe, 
James Wood. 

John H. Rolfe, 
James Wood, 
John F. Florance, 
S. C. Gowen. 

John F. Florance, 
S. C. Gowen, 
John Van Nest, 
Hiram Garretson. 



1883. 



1883. 



1884. 



1885. 



1886. 



1887. 



1888. 



1889. 



John Smith, 
John F. Florance, 
Francis A. Wilber, 
J. Chas. Van Cheef. 

Francis A. Wilber, 
J. Chas. Van Cleef, 
John F. Florance, 
John H. Rolfe. 

John F. Florance, 
John H. Rolfe, 
H. P. Schneeweiss, 
Isaac E. Hasbrouck. 

H. P. Schneeweiss, 
John F. Florance, 
F. A. Wilber, 
Theo. B. Booraem, Jr. 

Francis A. Wilber, 
T. B. Booraem, Jr., 
John A. Schwenger, 
Jasper F. Cropsey. 

John A. Schwenger, 
Jasper F. Cropsey, 
Edward B. Voorhees, 
Douwe D, Williamson. 

Edward B. Voorhees, 
D. D. Williamson. 
Charles D. Snedeker, 
John S. Voorhees. 

Chas. D. Snedeker, 
John S. Voorhees, 
Louis Bevier, Jr., 
Francis H. Rust. 
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1890. 



John Van Nest, 
Hiram Garretson, 
David Murray, 
F. C. Van Dyck. 

David Murray, 
F. C. Van Dyck, 
Charles B. Smith, 
John M. White. 

Chas. B. Smith, 
John M. White, 
John H. Rolfe, 
Adrian Vermeule. 

John H. Rolfe, 
Adrian Vermeule, 
Austin Scott, 
Henry R. Baldwin. 



1891. 



1892. 



1893. 



Louis Bevier, Jr., 
Francis H. Rust, 
D. Henry Merritt, 
Charles Fisher. 

D. Henry Merritt, 
Charles Fisher, 
H. P. Schneeweiss, 
Frederick Van Dusen. 

H. P. Schneeweiss, 
Benjamin I. Smith, 
Cornelius V. Smith, 
Edward B. Voorhees. 

Benjamin I. Smith, 
Cornelius V. Smith, 
Edward B. "Voorhees, 
George V. W. Duryee. 



ROLL OF MEMBERS. 



Abbott, Henry W., 
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